Small Group Guidelines

In response/alignment to the core values of Buffalo Evangelical Free Church each of us will strive to:

1.  Start on time.  Arrive a little early so the group can start on time.

2.  Participate in the group.  Share with authenticity and to the degree that you are comfortable and appropriate for the group.

3.  Be non-judgmental. Use “I” language when presenting your perspective.  Share from your own life.

4.  Learn to listen.  Listen as fully as possible to the others and to listen until others are finished.

5.  Share appropriately.  Share your perspective without dominating so that all can share.

6.  Be respectful.  Avoid dovetailing, “preaching” or advice giving during group discussions.

7.  Keep it confidential.  What is shared in the group stays in the group.*

8.  Stay on track.  Keep discussions focused around the content of the study, book, or discussion.

9.  Be committed.  If you know that you will miss more than 30% (4 out of 13 meetings) of the meetings we encourage you to either re-arrange your schedule so you can be committed or find a group and time that works better for your schedule.  

10.  Put in the time.  Do all the homework, pray for the group and come prepared to share, learn and apply truth to your life.

11.  Be accountable.  Hold each other accountable to the guidelines.

12.  End on time.  End the group on time to respect people’s schedules.

*Limits to confidentiality: suicidal ideation (motivation, method and means), homicidal intention, child abuse or neglect and criminal behavior.

